
The captain, the �gurehead of the cruise 
ship, should include in their welcome 
speech the importance of disposing of 
wet wipes in the bin and not �ushing 
them down the toilet.

1

Invite all passengers who are 
checking in to sign a pledge 
promising that they will dispose 
of their wet wipes in the bin.

2

A�er submi�ing the signed pledge 
at the reception, passengers receive 
a branded cardholder to keep their 
room key in.
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3

Place a commitment counter 
at the reception showing how 
many passengers have 
commi�ed to the pledge.

4

Hold a ra�e with fun prizes 
for all passengers who 
submit the signed pledge.

5

Display a poster with a poem opposite 
the toilets and in private cabins. The text 
reminds passengers to dispose of wet 
wipes properly. In public toilets, place a 
sticker on the bins that says: “Dispose of 
your wet wipes here.”
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Wet wipes are a popular product. They are convenient 
and hygienic to use. However, they also cause problems, 
as wet wipes o�en contain plastic �bres. A�er usage, 
many wipes end up in the environment, posing a danger 
to �ora and fauna.
 
It o�en goes wrong during disposal: used wet wipes are 
o�en �ushed down the toilet instead of being thrown in 
the bin. This can cause blockages in the sewage system. 
However, not all problems are immediately visible. 
The plastic �bres in wet wipes break down and enter 
the environment as microplastics. These issues occur 
both by use of wet wipes on land and on water, for 
example, during river cruises.
 
The improper disposal of wet wipes calls for both policy 
adjustments and consumer education. As a cruise 
operator, you can also help reduce the �ow of wet wipes 
into rivers, by implementing this toolkit.

Toolkit for River Cruises
How you, as a cruise operator, can contribute 
to solving the plastic problem in rivers

This guide provides tips for interventions that you can apply 
on your river cruise. With behavioural interventions, you can 
in�uence passengers’ habits regarding their use of wet wipes 
and how they dispose of them. Ready to get started? 
Scan the QR code and download the toolkit for river cruises!

Scan the QR code to 
download the toolkit or visit 
www.schoudersonderschoon.nl/toolboxen


